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Putting it All Together
The Portfolio Website and Final Presentation
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Making Sense of the Journey
This semester has been a very open-ended, exploratory learning process based 

on asking and investigating various types of questions.  As we discussed at the start of 
the semester using Habits of the Creative Mind, when you break out of ‘expected’ ways 
of constructing a 5-paragraph argument, when you stop asking dull questions you know 
the answers to, and when you have the opportunity to give your time and effort to 
research that matters to you, it is not always easy or immediately rewarding.  In pursuit 
of life’s questions, ‘going down the rabbit hole’ doesn’t always take you where you 
thought you would go, especially as beginning researchers and participants in your 
academic communities.  

On the other hand, when you look back on the process it may have been more 
rewarding than you think…

Portfolios allow you to pull it all together: 

For the Final, make your website outstanding; showcase your final work 
from Essay 1 & 2, and add Essay 4; and write a 2-page reflection about the 
course.  
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TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED
• We used wordpress.com to construct our Digital Remix websites, which were intended to 

“re-mix” Essay 1 and 2 into the genre and format of an interactive website.  The Portfolio is 
simply an extension of the Digital Remix, showcasing your major essays for the entire 
semester - after the start of Spring 2019, I encourage you to continue to revise and add to 
your Portfolio on your website in any way that helps you best pursue your future academic, 
community organizing, and professional opportunities.  

• DON’T BE ABSENT!  We will do a lot of foundational work in class, including setting up the 
basics and becoming familiar with wordpress.com.  Wordpress is a widely used free site to 
create lasting, impactful academic websites, but for many of you this is all new!  New app, 
new technology, new academic world!  Let’s be here together to support each other.  

• If you have any issues uploading your essays and other multimedia texts to your wordpress 
site, don’t let that stop you!  Go to wordpress.com/support ; find a “how-to wordpress 
YouTube video; or get in-person support at Academic Technology in LIB 220.  Or, of course, 
just come to Office Hours in HUM 220.

Learning Goals
1. Metacognition:  To take a step back and view your work all together through a different 

lens; take your reader’s comments and feedback into perspective; revise and make 
changes to your work to respond to the needs of your audience; to see the culmination 
of your work over the semester represented in a website that has real life applications.

2. Academic Membership:  To begin a process of curating your best work throughout your 
SFSU academic career and beyond; to use your wordpress.com  page to make the most 
of your academic opportunities, learning, and success, and potentially help others. 

Instructions and Due Dates
• After your Digital Remix Project is due on 12/17, you will have until the Final on 

12/22 to “Curate” your work from the semester (Essay 1, 2, and 4) and add it to 
your website, turning it into your Digital Portfolio. 

• Clearly linked to your website, the Portfolio involves a 2-page reflection of the course 

• For the LAST DAY OF CLASS, on 12/17, you will use your websites to participate 
in an interactive activity for our last day that will showcase the importance of your 
work.    

http://wordpress.com
http://wordpress.com/support
http://wordpress.com
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PORTFOLIO CHECKLIST

Digital Remix Project, ‘mixing up’ the essay genre and adding a primary source 
through a website. ; includes Personal bio, visual images, attention to design, etc.

Link to latest and greatest revisions of Essay 1, 2, and 4

Cover Letter to Portfolio [WRITTEN LINK OR SPOKEN VIDEO ON WEBSITE]:  
2-page Introduction to Portfolio reflecting on where your research exploration 
process started in the beginning of the semester, to where it ended, and how you 

were active in the process throughout.  What was surprising about your research 
process?  What was disappointing or disheartening? Which author/participant from your 
research made the most impact?  How can you make change in your future field? How 
did this class help you prepare, or not?  

Due Saturday, 12/22.  Worth 60% of Course Grade.

0:  Didn’t turn it in.     

Evaluation Description
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