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The Remix Project
Activities and assignments to help you find the resources and tools you 
need to make an audio-visual argument and persuade a public audience. 

English 214.44 Fall 2018 Dan Curtis-Cummins

Reaching a Public Audience: Transforming Your 
Research into Real Life Connections

To pursue the “public motive” of your topics even further, we know the Internet is a great 
place to reach a “public audience.”  In this next project, I invite you to create a website 
using wordpress.com, which will allow you to include multiple audio and visual media 
that can help you reach your audience in new ways.  My intention is that you can use 
this project to pursue real answers to your question, find first-hand perspectives, and 
make connections with future goals where this website may come in handy.

Your Assignment
So far, you have practiced reaching a “public motive” for your research topic through personally 
motivated “problem-posing” questions, and more formal research-based “Inquiry Questions.”  
Now, you will take your research into more intimate and critical territory with the “Dense 
Question” model, which aims to get beneath the surface of the issue even further and include 
first-hand perspectives of those affected.  

http://wordpress.com
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In the audio and visual genre of a website, you have many choices to make in this assignment, 
to cover a few key guidelines:

• We are all going to use wordpress.com so that we can support each other and teach 
each other the different tips and tricks that make the website construction easier and 
more audio-visually effective.  You should use lots of visually appealing images, 
figure out how to include audio in effective ways, and pay careful attention to 
design.

• This project is based on practicing primary-source research skills, so you must either 
interview someone in the field, a community member who is affected by the issue, or a 
fellow student or other peer who is a stakeholder in some way.  You can also conduct 
a survey, and compile those findings on the website, or brief interviews that you video 
record based on a single question.  

• The final guideline is that you have to combine the primary source research you 
collect for this project with the previous research you wrote about in Essay 1 and 2, in 
some creative way.  You will also be including your final essays as a link from your 
website (this is the Portfolio), so consider other ways you want to integrate the main 
take-aways from Essay 1 and 2.  

Instructions 
1.      In class on 11/9, we will create our wordpress.com sites and begin designing 
various features in order to troubleshoot any issues you will have at home while working 
diligently on this project, at home, as well as the progress you will share at various 
points in class.  

Learning Goals
1. Practice first-hand, primary source research and build interview and other important life skills 

based on questions you ask real people.  

2. Investigate the same issue from Essay 1 and 2, but this time compose your findings in audio 
and visual ways; include interview clips; edit as a ‘podcast’ sample; make a slideshow or 
video collage on the website.

3. Choose the most pertinent and important information, perspective, knowledge, or facts from 
your previous research and curate it in creative ways on the website (in addition to links to 
your previous two essays).  

4. Make conscious rhetorical choices regarding audio and visual appeals, the context of your 
issue and your audience, and other choices of “design”.

5. Practice real life skills of creating a free website and making effective appeals to an 
audience which you can use in any number of ways in the future.  

http://wordpress.com
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2.    You will choose which information, perspectives, knowledge gained, or facts from 
Essay 1 and Essay 2 are important to include on your website, and find interesting and 
creative ways to include them.  For example, you might add short quotes, find a video 
clip of the author online that you can use and post on your website, include links to 
various other websites, or any other way that you are propelling your question forward 
based on the previous research.  

3.  This “essay”, in the original sense of the term “to try” or “to attempt,” is about 
reaching your envisioned audience in the most effective ways.  You should consider 
including the audience in your website, with short interviews, surveys, recording of an 
event, or another way to directly connect with the communities which your issue affects.  

Idea Draft Due Mon. 11/28, feedback from _____ 

Peer Draft Due Wed. 12/5, feedback from _____ 
***Final Grade goes down for missing any part of the peer feedback process***

2-PAGE REFLECTION:

This project also includes a reflective essay, which should be about 2 pages. Please post 
the reflection as a googledoc link from your Wordpress site. You might consider addressing 
future 214 students in this reflection, giving them an idea of how you approached this 
project.

Please reflect, briefly, on what your website hopes to do for an audience; reflect on your 
process; and reflect on how the decisions you made affected the final product. More 
specifically, you could reflect on some of the following, with examples:

• How you clarified the rhetorical aim you wanted to achieve for your audience; in other words, 
how you chose which information or perspectives to include from your previous 
essays and how you included it in a creative way.

• Challenges you encountered with the technology, with this new genre, or with working with 
others; how you overcame these challenges

• Steps you took in planning, solving problems, or responding to commentary;

• The rhetorical choices you made in regards to the audio-visual features of your website

• Skills you drew on that you already have; examples of past multimedia projects you’ve done

• How this audio-visual project was similar to or different from composing the two previous 
research essays we have done, in terms of collecting research and responding to it.
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Teacher Draft Due Mon. 12/10, signed x__________

What Success Looks Like

-0- didn’t complete a website

�

4
Followed the guidelines of the prompt thoroughly; you created a 
visually stimulating website using Wordpress.com which includes 
creative use of audio to reach your audience and include your primary 
sources in the research.  You took your previous questions and 
research of your main issue and created a “Dense Question” that is 
central to your Primary research. You have an effective and intentionally 
chosen primary source(s) which adds interesting insight to your 
question.  Overall, you show that you spent time on the design and 
revision of your website to be as reader- and ‘user-friendly’ as possible 
based on feedback from your peers at all stages of the process. Any 
text on the website was clear, error-free, and “reader-friendly”.

3
 Followed the prompt guidelines adequately; you followed the 
minimum guidelines outlined above; have visuals and audio, but 
perhaps could have spent more time on the layout; you used your 
previous research and questions and created an interesting Dense 
Question.  Your primary source research was intentionally chosen to 
best answer your Dense Question and added interesting insight to your 
research, which you curated in effective ways on the website.  Overall, 
you paid attention to your peers’ feedback on the layout and content of 
your website and made revisions accordingly.  Any text on the website 
was clear, relatively error-free, and “reader-friendly”.

2
Followed most of the prompt guidelines; you created a Wordpress 
site with several visual images, but maybe no audio, or did not spend 
time intentionally designing the layout of your site. You have an 
adequate Dense question, but maybe chose a primary source out of 
convenience instead of the best source to address your question; you 
missed the Idea Draft or Peer Draft workshops and did not revise over 
time to create an intentionally designed and audio-visually effective 
website.  Text on the website may have errors that make it difficult to 
understand as a reader.

1
Missed Major Guidelines of the Prompt; created a Wordpress site 
with little imagery, and little time or effort spent on design; the content is 
minimal based on the previous questions and research.  Did not have a 
Dense Question, or Dense Question did not help investigate the issue 
deeper; the primary source research was not credible or not included; 
you missed the Idea Draft or Peer Draft workshops and did not revise 
over time to create an intentionally designed and audio-visually effective 
website.  Text is missing or difficult to understand as a reader.


